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Welcome to the 2@ Haddington House Journal would like to take this
opportunity to introduce you to t he

First we begin with our General Articles. This year we have chaadjed
tle what we have doneith the traditioml lead sermon. Instead we have-pr
vided three preaching dible study resources. From Psalms we have Dr.
Al lan Har mands sermon preparation
very helpful for a preacher toestu
of this psalm. Then we turn to Proverbs and three samgpieally-arranged
studies by Rev. Reuben Ihlenfeldt. Again, Proverbs demands that we think
abouthow to preach through it, and here are some creative ideas one might
consider and use for preacyior teaching. The third preaching resource is a
sermon on Galatians :8) from Rev. Thaddeus Jamds.which brings into
contemporary context the issue of
as it was when Paul wrote his letter to the Galatiangist these resources
will stimulate good Scripture study and exposition. Following these m Ge
eral Articles are two popular general articles related to African missisns hi
tory i one about an early missionary to Southern Africa and the other by
Jonathan Banuelson giving us some fine background on Zionism.

The second section of the journal is Bwok Reviews, arranged into four
divisions. You will notice this year the large number of new Bible comme
taries which have been reviewed. This is probably trget number of B
ble commentaries we have ever reviewed in a single volume. It mayealso r
flect a recent publishing concentration. Offerings for reviews in systematic
theology, historical theology, and applied theology should also alert readers
to many nev works in these areas as well.

Following naturally along from this are the Book Briefs, which are very
concise presentations. Here | would particularly draw your attention to those
in the category of missions or missiology, as this is an especially $tcung
of this sectiorthis year along with the longer reviews in the Applied Tbeol
gy sectionln total you will find overfifty books reviewed in our 201Had-
dington House JournaMWe are most encouraged by this number and believe
it makes a most helpfuantribution

The final section, Academic Articles, contains three agielbich | be-
lieve will prove veryusefulin the classroom and for Christian educators. Dr.
Thorsten Prilis article is very clear and thoughtovoking on the gospel and
modern chdénges to the gospélrelevant to the whole Christian community
regadless of country. Dr. Carl Mossr 6 s articl e, wd-i tt
dresses the rise of Mormonism on the African continent. Dr. Mosher is
someone who has studied much on Mormonismyvemndre delighted that he
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was willing to make this helpful contribution. Finally, we endeavour each
year or as able to include an article to help Christian educators. Nanecy Wh
tock has provided us with an article on plagiarism from a very wholistic pe
spetive, very much in the tradition of th&/estminsterLarger Catechism,
presentinghe negative aspect of the command #rahthe underlying pds

tive application. Perhaps this will be useful as asdrvice training disc+
sion for Christian educators.

Our cover for 2015 focuses upon Namibia in Africa. The reason for this
focus is that Namibia is the home of one of our article writers and there is
also mention of an early missionary there in another article. We have-appr
ciated your warm comments about oovers from recent years, particularly
the many positive comments we received about our Malatliamed cover
last year.

Thank you to all our writers, once again, for your ministry through- wri
ing and also to our technical support and photographers. Rastegof our
journal are available at the Haddington House website
(www.haddingtonhouse.org), both as a whole and as individual artdles.
so, past volumes are available at the UK  website:
http://www.biblicalstudies.org.uk/articles.phpay the Lord blessyou as
you take up and read.

Jack C. Whytock
Editor
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Allan M. Harmar

* Dr. Allan Harman has been Professor of Old Testam
at the Free Church College, Edinburgh, the Refor
Theological College, Gaong, and the Presbyterian Tie
logical College, Melbourne, where he also served as-piss.
cipal for twenty years. He has served as Moderatjpmms ™
General of his denoimation, the Presbyterian Church d
Australia (19941997), and is the author dbseph Add
son Alexander(2014)

1. Introductory Considerations

a. This psalm is one of the one hundred and fifty that make up the full
book of Psalms in the Old Testament. As such, it is an important pant of a
cient, Godinspired literature that constitutes almost threarters of our B
ble. The book of Psalms is unique in thateals so extensively with personal
religious faith and experience. Translation from Hebrew into English is not
always easy, as the two languages are very different. In translating it we can
makesome changes to give a flowing text, but we have to respect the period
from which it came and the form in which it was given by God. We cannot
make ancient literature such as the Old Testament modern, for that would
mean distorting the very text we ackrledge as Godbreathed. It is not just
the thoughts of the Bible that are inspired but the words too. This means that
we need translations that are essentially literal. Another way to express this is
to say we need a transparent translation of the Bibtectinveys as much as
possible of what was said, and how it was said, into the target language.
Many of the older translations achieved this better than quite a few of the
more modern translations.

b. The language in this particular psalm, as in all thinssas poetic, and
it differs from what we are used to in descriptive or narrative passages of the
Bible. We must not despise poetry, or think that it is telling an entirély di
ferent story from prose. Comparison of the narrative account of the Exodus
(Exod. 14:2131) with the poetic account in the Song of the Sea (Exod- 15:1
18) shows us how one complements the other. They speak in different ways
and use different patterns of speech.

c. Poetry paints pictures that help us grasp the teaching it contains. |
makes extensive use..0dndmetaphors (€.9., Goc .
is a fortress). It uses words that do not occur often in narrative, and contains &
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larger percentage of older words. We see this phenomenon even in modern
English hymns andosn g s , eyed i r s6Sedle kingdom o
poetry has its own special features, and it has few words that convey abstract
ideas, such as those that follow the
and 6friendshipo.

d. This psalm has a tifl@ concluding doxology, and a postscript. Tihe t
tle can mean either &éby Sol omond or
20 appears to be intended both as the conclusion of the psalm as well as the
conclusion of the second book of the Psalter. It issoription of praise to
the redeeming GoWho alone does micallous deeds, and a desire fasH
glory to extend to all the earth. Al
Psalter have similar doxologies (see 41:13; 89:52; 106:48; -8)0:The
postscip t (6The prayers of Davi d, the s
have been appended to an earlier collection of psalms that was latepincorp
rated into the whole book of Psalms.

e. There are not a great number of unusual words or expressions in this
psdm that need comment, but here are a few:

f 6Judged (vs. 2) does not mean Oc
T I'n vs. 5 the NIV marginal not e i
wi || be fearedd should be mhe 1t
dured b(thexHe is |Iiterally, 6éthe)
T 6Prosperitydéd (vs. 7) is literall
T The word 6Riverd in vs. 8 is th

peratthat is the distinctive word for the Euphrates River, not the
general word for anyiver.

T I'n vs. 16 NI Vb s 0l et it thriwv
6from a cityd (compare the ESV

f. One feature of the language of this psalm is the number of word-repet
tions that occur, or different words that comeni the same Hebrew root.
These are not always brought out clearly in translations such as the NIV. It
helps to read the psalm in translations such as the NASB or NKJV as they
tend to be more consistent in the choice of words connected with the same
root idea in Hebrew. These words include:

eb
0s

T 6justiced (vs. 1), O6justiced and

f 6your righteousnessd (vs. ), 0i
eousd (vs. 7) ;

T 6Sol omond (in the titl e, from th
O6peaced cvosme 1) , 6peacebd, VSS. 3
literally, dabundance of peaceb)

T 6and bl ess hi moé, V'S . 15, 6be bI
Opraise bed), V'S . 19;
6hi s name twice in vs. 17;

0,
v

= =

6Shebabo, SS. 10 and 15.
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These repetitions areap of poetic usage and point to some of the major
themes of the psalm that have to be taken into consideration.

2. A Prayer for the King (vssZ, 1214)

The language in these verses is depicting an ideal situation. No real king
in Israel or Judah can be view, because the description goes far beyond
what any human king could do. While the office of the king was appointed
by God, yet we recognise that not every Davidic king came up to this ideal.
They were sinners, but the office they occupied was tperitant thing. The
picture here is of a king who is going to rule in complete righteousness. He
will care for all the most oppressed people in thellaand prosperity will
last forever. His rule is not bound by limits of months and years, but rather it
is eternal.

Kingship was always Godos intenti
on two other Old Testament passages, Deuteronomy-20:bhd 2 Samuel
7:1-29. In the first of these, Moses spells out for Israel what was goimg eve
tually to happen when ¢éhpeople reached Canaan. God was going to ensure
that they would have someone from within Israel to be their king who would
rule in Godbés steadegentHe woul d be G

Israel had to learn by hard experience what kingship meant for them. The
peoplehad experienced many different leaders during the time of the judges.
They were raised up by God to deliver the people, but there was nd-hered
tary kingship. The recurring phrase used near the end of the book of Judges
i s 6ln those daysvésyaré¢ bHiad anp I
21:25) . This meant that those | ook
realised that the absence of a king meant chaos within the land. Or, to put it
another way, Israel had too many kings, for every man did idahought
best for himself!

The second bitter experience that Israel had in preparation for trgee kin
ship was the period of Saul. There was nothing wrong with the people asking
for a king (1 Sam. 8:%) as God had planned for kingship. What was wrong
was the timing of the request, and the spirit in which it was made. The people
wanted a king so that they would be like the surrounding nations. And so
God gave them what they wanted, and they received Saul as their first king.
He failed, thinking that he cid take the place of the priest and offer sacr
fices (1 Sam. 13:10), only to find that Samuel pronounced the doom of his
ki ngdom: 6Your kingdom wi | not en
after his own heart and appointed him leader of his peoptaube you have
not kept the Lordés command6é (1 Sar

After unsatisfactory episodes of rulers who did not establish dynasties
(the period of the judges) and the kingship of Saul, David was chosen as the
ma n after Godo6s h e a r authoritwlorethe lamde hee s t
wanted to build a house for God (the temple), God instead promised to build
him a house (a family). The Hebrew word for housay() can have both
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meanings. God thus entered into a covenant with David (2 Sar2971
Chron. 171-27), promising him an enduring kingdom, and one that was to
have implications for mankind as a whole, a charter for mankind (2 Sam.
7:1819; see the poetic expansion on this covenant in Psalms 89 and 132).
Though David failed in many ways, yet his kingshecame the one extolled
throughout the rest of the Old Testament. The Davidic kingship and the
choice of Zion were concepts that went together and stimulated the thinking
and the hopes in Israel. The Scripture teaches that the line of Davidic kings
contnued until in the fullness of time the Lord Jesus came, by human nature
6a descendant of Davi do, and oO0decl
(Rom. 1:3).

Here in Psalm 72 the enduring nature of the kingdom being spoken about
reflects the covenant withd¥id. This is expressed in vs. 5 by comparing it
to enduring as long as the sun and moon. Other Old Testament passages rei
force this promise (see Pss. 8928 132:1112; Isa. 9:7). It is not surprising
that the promise regarding an enduring dynasty afiflic rule was re
echoed in the words of Gabriel to Mary, as he announced the impending birth
of Jesus (Lk. 1:3B3).

When we come to Old Testament passages like this we can find out how
the Jews, even before the time of Jesus, understood them. Thigparthg
because we have the early Greek translation of the Old Testament from about
250BC, called the Septuagint. It is not only a translation, but in effect, by its
choice of words, it is a commentary on the text. We also have earlyatransl
tions of theOld Testament into Aramaic that are called Targums. These were
most probably oral at first, but later appeared in written form. In vs. 1 of

Psalm 72, the Jewish Targum adds af

words o6t he messi ah 6 realiged thaa thé descriptomwi s
could not fit any ordinary descendant of David, but had to point to a future
messianic ruler.

What else does the psalmist say about this coming king? He tells us that
the king will rule with justice, adjudicating with rightesness, and dealing
with his afflicted ones with justice (vs. 2). These expressions in this verse are

h

typically parall el ones, as occur S
peoplebé6 and oO6your afflicted onesdé ar
spole about Israel allis people, and they claimed that privilege fornthe

sel ves. But how does Oyour peopl ed e
we | ook at how the word o6afflipted6
posite will perhaps be somethinggle 6r i ¢ hé. However , i n
posite of ¢6éafflictedd is not O6richo

to the godly believers. Further, it is noted this will see that the poor and
oppressed are helped (vs. 4).

3. A Universal Kingdom 6s. 811)

The promises that God made to Abraham are basic for all that follows in
Scripture. He was promised a large family, a land to live in, and thathis d
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scendants would become a Isleg to the nations. On each of these points
Abraham was tested.

Hedi dndét have any children, and bo
normal age for having children. The New Testament comments on this fact
both in Romans 4 and Hebrews 11. 0
good as dead since he was about a dned yearsold and t hat S
womb was also deadd (Rom. 4:19) . |
6from this one man, and he as good
as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand onthénsea e 6 (|
11:12).

Abraham also was stateless, in that he had no land. In the early Greek
translation already mentioned, i-t he
grant 6, the wanderer. Thatdés a f ai
Haran, then went down into Canadmfore moving further south to Egypt.
Then he came back up into Canaan, but he did not have a right to that territ
ry. When Sarah his wife died, he had to buy a burying plot for her from the
Hittites (Gen. 23:220). Bu God told him about a countryeHwasgoing to
give him, and the Old Testament repeats in several passages the general are
that it would coveil from Lebanon in to the north to the river of Egypt in the
south, and from the Mediterranean in the west to the river Euphrates in the
north-east.

The third great promi se that God
mention that a little later as it has relevance for the final verses of this psalm.

In verses 8L1 the focus is on the land, but something very significant is
said about the extent ohti s ki ngbés territory. I
15:1821, Exodus 23:31, and Joshua-4;3the boundaries of the land God
swore to give Abraham are stated. However, here there is a dramatic change
It is not the narrow confines of Canaan that are destring a territory that
stretches outwards from the River, the Euphrates, to the ends of the earth
Messiahds rule is going to be from

The messianic import of this is made plain in the parallel passage in
Zechariah 9:910, fort he i dent i cal promi se occ.l
prophecy is of the coming Kking, or
riding on a donkey, on a col t, t he
well, because it is incorporated inthe matri ve r el ating to
into Jerusalem (Matt. 21:5). However, in Zechariah the prophecy continues:
61 will take away t he c-hossesifrant Jerasf r o
lem, and the batttbeow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to tha-
tions. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River [Euphrates] to
the ends of the earthdé (Zech. ©9:10
thew, confirms the conviction that Psalm 72:8 is speaking of the messianic
kingdom and its extent. Will not be constricted to the small territory that
made up the promised land, but will be wenldle in scope.

The words that follow it describe



10 Haddington House Journal 2015

tribes will bow before him,9)anddbe se.]
tribesd seems to be a gener al e-xpres
fored and to O6lick the dustd are bil

49:23). That this is the correct interpretation is confirmed by vsd1libat
speak ofTarshish, Sheba and Seba. Tarshish is mentioned several times in
the Old Testament without precise geographical descriptions of its location.
It is linked with the sea, but it is unclear whether this means the Mediterran
an or the Red Sea. Sheba was probldzated in soutfeastern Arabia, and
Seba could be near it. Another possibility is that it is another variant of the

name O6Shebad, with the conjunction 6
is6 (for other exampl es icf, twei swidda
Sam. 14:5, 6t hat i s, | am a widowd) .
6Sheba, t hat s, Sebad. -ofBatshisb,nhey wi

coastlands, and Sheba and Seba bring gifts, but all kings and all nations will
bein joyous servitude to him (vss. ).

4. Universal Blessing (vss. 1)
The prayer for blessing is put in terms of the normal salutation of a new

kingi6Long may he Il ive!d A good il lust
greeting to Solomon whendao k t he pri est anointed
Solomon! 6 (1 Kings 1:39; for other

Kings 1:25). Just as the Queen of Sheba brought gifts to Solomon (1 Kings
10:10), so the psalmist pictures further tribute being pregeatthe Davidic
king. Prayer too is offered for his welfare, and praise given for the prosperity
he brings. The blessings of the messianic reign are spoken about in material
termsi abundance of grain, fruit of Lebanon, vigorous population in the ci
iessThe bl essings of Godbés covenant Wi
abundant crops and herds (Deut. 28}3This again is part of the art of oe
ry in using picture language to describe the glories of the coming kingdom.
Future glory is described in terro§ present experience of earthly realities.

Verse 17 is crucial for understanding the message of the psalm as a
whole. The certainty of the rule of this king and the consequent blessings that
he will bring are given in terms of the promise to Abraham (Gen3;
22:18). While it may have seemed early in the kingship of David arat Sol
mon that the promises to Abraham were going to be realised in the history of
Israel, it became clear that their fulfilment was to be beyond the limitations
of a kingdom in themarrow confines of Canaan. By the time of the exile, the
people were few in the land, the majority were in exile away from Palestine,
and poor Israel, far from being a bl
the exilic experience. The psalmist looked ligyond his own day and exp
rience to a time when the nations of the world would be blessed. The Hebrew

expression here is identical to that
t hemsel veso, t hat i s, they wispry- ask
i ng, 6May we be blessed just as Abr a

tells us that the promises to Abraham were fulfilled in Jesus, as the songs of
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Mary and Zechariah make plain (Lk. 1:58; 6975), while Paul gives the
definitive explanation irGalatians 3:134. Christ death was as a redeemer
who became a curse for wus, 6so tha
might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit
through faitho.

5. Concluding Doxology (vss. 119)

The oncluding doxology is praise to the only true God. He alone does
Omarvell ous deedsbd. The expression
exclusively of things that only God can do. The reference is to the great a
tions of God like theniraculous signgn Egypt, or Hs provision for Israel in
the wilderness. He is worthy of all praise because of weahas done in
redeeming and preservingisdpeople. The desire for tivehole earth to be
filled with His glory echoes the language of Numbers 14:21. Moadsnh
terceded for the people after they rebelled against the Lord, and in despon
ingto hisprayerd sol emnly declared: O6But t
be filled with the glory of the Lot

Almost three hundred years ago, Isaac Watts paraghtags psalm, and
started it in this way:

Jesus shall reign whereber the s
Does his successive journeys run;

His Kingdom stretch from shore to shore,

Till moons shall wax and wane no more.

Did | saac Watts get it riinglptl alcye ic
ki ngd? Of course he did, because hi
72 in the light of biblical teaching. How we listen to biblical passages is most
important. As with music, we must listen to it in the correct key, and here in
this psalm it is in the key that depicts the ultimate revelation of Gétisin
glory. To put it in theological language, we must listen to it in the eschat
logical key. The psalm far transcends any of the achievements of Solomon or
any other successor ofaid. It looks to the kingdom of Jesus that will be
universal, when alHis enemies are subdued befbtien.

When Alexander the Great (35823 B.C) took his troops eastwards-t
wards India, he often asked what lay to the north or south of them. htis ge
erak often replied that there were inhospitable mountains or waterdess d
serts. When they finally reached the Indus River, he asked them what lay
beyond, and they described that there were swamps and other features the
would impede any further advance. Antexander wept, because he thought
there were no more empires to conquer!

How different is the picture given in Psalm 72. It is describing a Davidic
king who is going to reign to the ends of the earth. No longer is the kingdom
restricted to the small land &srael, but theMessiah will at the last be Lar
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over all. He will reign till H subdues all kingdoms and delivers them over to

the Father (1 Cor. 15:225). The new song that will be sung in heaven will

be in praiseoHi m who has 6r anGod fmendevesy tripee o p | «
and |l anguage and people and nationé,
our Go d 6-10]. Rsalm 72 ps&intsdo that glorious fulfilment. The Lord

Jesus will notbe disappointed for ultimately éHwill be king of the nations

(Rev. 15:3).



Divine Truths for Daily Living from Proverbs
Three Sermon Outlines

Reuben Ihlenfeldt

* Pastor Reuben Ihlenfelds the pastor ofBethanyEmmanuel Baptist
Church in King Wil | and aférser gresidemt,of tieo u
Baptist Unio of South Africa.

9 R A (irgrodIxtion: Outlines for Proverbs

The book of Proverbs should not be neglected in a regular diet ohpreac
ing and teaching in the local church. Yet it often presents difficulties for the
Christian preacher and teacher. Thare two difficulties in particular: how
to organise a message from Proverbs and how to avoid pure moralistic
preaching or teaching which promotes works righteousness.

There are many different ways to organise messages based upen Pro
erbs, and there are g tools to help in this regard. Certain commentaries
which are expositorpased will be very helpful in organising Proverbs for
teaching purposes. For exampl e, Da
part of the Word Communi cnaheMastersng Co
the Old Testament series, is very useful in this reBid. there are others.
Many can be downloaded for free, yet the reader is cautioned to usediscer
ment. In that regard, anyone who wants to wrestle with the nature of properly
interpet i ng Proverbs should refer eto
|l ines for Under standi ng andwhiéhrcanc | a
be downloaded from the internet for frgearson helps us to see the rules we
must follow in interpreting this Ol@ilestament book for teaching purposes.

In an effort to help preachers and student preachers think about how to
organise and make outlines for preaching from Proverbs, we have included
three samplesermonoutlines from Pastor Reuben Ihlenfeldt of Bethany
Emmanuel Baptist Church in King Wi
about his sermon outlines or skeletons and note how he has organiged Pro
erbs by theme. Perhaps you can use these outlines in your preaching or ir
teaching aBible class somewhere. As you doo |, keep asking

! David Hubbard,ProverbssWor d Communi cator &s Comme
Lloyd Ogilvie. (Dallas: Word, 1989). Reprinted in the Mastering the Old Testament
series, Thomas Nelson Publishers.

Greg Parson, AGui delines for Under st ¢
e r bBibbotheca Sacral993,https://faculty.gordon.edu/hu/bi/tedhildebrandt/
otresources/2proverbs/text/articles/parsopsovguidelineshs. pdf.
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this relate to being in Christ®0 and
tiands spiritual |ife?0o

On a personal note, | have attempted through the years to preach from
Proverbs each January and to also read a chapter froverBs with my
family each day in January (for the 31 days equal the 31 chapters). There is
an old English proverb that says, i S
Book of Proverbs wondét make a Sol omo
of blessing; we eed the blessing and ministry of the Holy Spirit as we e
gage with this book.

Each reference i n BamohootinesWan doesn | h |
not include the name of the book of the Bible (only the chapter number and
verse number) is from ProverbAll other booksof Scripture are identified
by name. May the Lord bless you as you preach and teach from Proverbs.

Prayer:

fiThank you, our Father, for this very practical book and
for the admonition it gives our hearts to remember that
can never be understood, can never be handled, can n4
make sense until we approach it with trust in you and r
member that the fear ofd@h_ord is the beginning of 84
domWe thank you in.Christ

- Ray C. Stedman




Divine Truths for Daily Living from Poverbs 15

#1.Family Matters

I. Why Raising Godly Children Is Important

1. Parental Pride and Joy!!

1 Wise son, glad father; stupgn, sad mothe(10:1 MSG)
Sensible children bring joy to their father; foolish children despise
their mother. (15:20lLT)

1 To have a fool for a son brings grief; there is no joy for the father
of a fool. (17:21 NIV)

1 A surly, stupid child is sheerain to a father, a bitter pill for a
mother to swallow(17:25 MSG)

1 Grandchildren are the crowning glory of the aged; parents are the
pride of their children(17:6NLT)

1 A foolish child is a calamity to a father; a nagging wife annoys like
a constandripping. (19:13N\LT)

1 Dear child, if you become wise, I'll be one happy par&f:15
MSG)

2. Stable Society

1 Children who mistreat their father or chase away their mother are a
public disgrace and an embarrassment. (1B26)

1 My child, how happy Wwill be if you turn out to be wise! Then |
will be able to answer my critics. (27:NLT)

1 The father of godly children has cause for joy. What a pleasure it is
to have wise childrer{23:24NLT)

. Attributes of Godly Children

1. Hard Working
1 A wise youh works hard all summer; a youth who sleeps away the
hour of opportunity brings sham@0:5NLT)
2. Obedience
1 Intelligent children listen to their parents; foolish children do their
own thing. (13:1 MSG)
1 He who keeps the law is a discerning son,sbabmpanion of gl
tons disgraces his fathé8:7 NIV)
3. Right Conduct
1 Even children are known by the way they act, whether their co
duct is pure and righ{20:11NLT)



16

Haddington House Journal 2015

Ill. Benefits of Having Godly Parents

1. Freedom with Boundaries

1

1

You can be surthat evil people will be punished, but the children
of the godly will go free. (11:2NLT)

The wicked perish and are gone, but the children of the godly stand
firm. (12:7NLT)

2. A Godly Inheritance

1

1

A good man leaves an inheritance for his childrehiglren, but a
sinner's wealth is stored up for the righteous. (13:22 NIV)
Godloyal people, living honest lives, make it much easier for their
children.(20:7 MSG)

I\V. Developing Godly Children
1. Discipline

1

If you refuse to discipline your childngit proves you don't love
them; if you love your children, you will be prompt to discipline
them. (13:24NLT)

1 Discipline your children while you still have the chance; indulging
them destroys thenfl9:18 MSG)

1 Folly is bound up in the heart of a ahilbut the rod of discipline
will drive it far from him. (22:15 NIV)

1 Don't fail to correct your children. They won't die if you spank
them. (23:13LT)

1 The rod of correction imparts wisdom, but a child left to himself
disgraces his mother. (29:15 NIV)

1 Discipline your children; you'll be glad you dicthey'll turn out
delightful to live with.(29:17 MSG)

2. Direction
1 Listen, my son, and be wise, and keep your heart on the right path.

(23:19 NIV)

Teach your children to choose the right path, and wheyg are
older, they will remain upon it. (2218LT)

If you stop listening to instruction, my child, you have turned your
back on knowledge. (19:2NLT)

A wise servant takes charge of an unruly child and is honored as
one of the family(17:2 MSG)

Eat honey, my son, for it is good; honey from the comb is sweet to
your taste. (24:13 NIV)



Divine Truths for Daily Living from Proverbs 17

3. Discipleship
1 The Featof-GOD builds up confidence, and makes a world safe

for your children(14:26 MSG)
1 My son, fear Jehovah and the king; and do not fellops with
those who are given to chang24:21 MKJV)
4. Doing
1 Dear child, 1 want your full attention; please do what | show you.
(23:26 MSG)

Conclusion: (Jesus) The Son That Made All The Difference

The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, the prophecy. Timean
spoke to Ithiel, to lthiel and Ucal, saying, Surely | am more like
an animal than any man, and do not have the understanding of a
man. | have not learned wisdom, nor the knowledge of the holy.
Who has gone up to Heaven and has come down? Who has
gathaed the wind in His fists? Who has bound the waters in His
garments? Who has established all the ends of the earth? What is
His name, and what is His Son's name? Surely you know. Every
word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put their trust
in Him. (30:1:5 MKJV)

#2.The Kind 6 Person that Makes GodMadg¢
Proverbs 6:1219

12 A scoundrel and a villain,
who goes about with a corrupt mouth,
13 who winks with his eye,
signals with his feet
and motions with his fingers,
4 who plots evil with deceit in his hearti
he always stirs up dissension.
15 Therefore disaster will overtake him in an instant:
he will suddenly be destroyed without remedly.

16 There are six things th&ORD hales,
seven that are detestable to him:
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17 haughty eyes,
a lying tongue,
hands that shed innocent blood,

18 a heart that devises wicked schemes,
feet that are quick to rush into evil,

19 a false witness who pours out lies
and a man who stirgip dissension.

(Note below theparallels in the New Testamenbspels.)

| . The Person with a AHol i er Than T
1 Haughty eye$ Matt. 7:1-6

Il. The Person Whose Word Cannot Be Trusted
1 Their talk is cheajp Matt. 5:3337

lll. The Person Who Does NioCare Who They Crush on Their Way to the
Top
1 Hands that shed innocent blobdatt. 5:2126

IV. The Person Who Plots Euvil
1 A heart that devises wicked scheniddatt. 7:1327.

V. The Person Who Runs After the Person Who Plots Euvil
1 Feet that are quiclotrush into evil Matt. 7:1327

VI. The Premeditated Liar
1 A false withess who pours out liedVatt. 5:3337

VII. The Stirrer
1 A Man who stirs up dissension among brothierslatt. 5:2532,

43-48

Conclusion: Just Like Judas

#1 Matt 26:1316

#2 Matt.26:25

#3 Matt. 26:47

#4 John 13:26

#5 John 13:27

#6 Luke 22:4

#7 John 12:46



Divine Truths for Daily Living from Proverbs 19

#3.How to Stop Making a Fool of Yourself

I. The Characteristics of the Fool
1. Immoral
1 The words of the godly are like sterling silver; the heart of a fool is
worthless(10:20NLT)
2. Insatiable
1 Sensible people keep their eyes glued on wisdom, but a fool's eyes
wander to the ends of the eart®4:7 NLT)
3. Idiotic
1 A fool finds no pleasure in understanding but delights in airing his
own opinions(18:2 NIV)
1 Wisdomis too much for a fool. When the leaders gather, the fool
has nothing to say24:7 NLT)

Il. The Actions of the Fool

1. Bad Talk
1 Wise people treasure knowledge, but the babbling of a fool invites
trouble.(10:14NLT)
1 He who hides hatred with lying lipand he who speaks a slander,
is a fool.(10:18 MKJV)
1 The tongue of the wise commends knowledge, but the mouth of the
fool gushes folly(15:2NIV)

1 A foolG mouth is his undoing, and his lips are a snare to his soul.
(18:7 NIV)

2. Bad Walk
1 Doing wrongis fun for a fool, while wise conduct is a pleasure to
the wise(10:23NLT)
1 A fool spurns his fathés discipline, but whoever heeds correction
shows prudencgl5:5 NIV)

I1l. How to Treat a Fool

1. Donbt Get into an Argument
1 A quiet rebuke to a peramf good sense does more than a whack
on the head of a foo{17:10 MSG)
1 It is safer to meet a bear robbed of her cubs than to confront a fool
caught in folly.(17:12 NLT)
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The words of a fool start fights; do him a favour and gag him.
(18:6MSG)
Do notanswer a fool according to his foolishness, lest you also be
like him. (26:4 MKJV)
Answer a fool in simple terms so he doesn't get a swelled head.
(26:5 MSG)

Dondét Try to Change a Fool
It is senseless to pay tuition to educate a fool who has nofbear
wisdom.(17:16 NLT)
Putting a fool in a place of honour is like setting a mud brick on a
marble column(26:8 MSG)
Pound on a fool all you like you can't pound out foolishness.
(27:22 MSG)

Dondét Hire a Fool
Do not speak in the ears of a fo@dr he will despise the wisdom
of your words(23:9MKJV)
Hire a fool or a drunk and you shootwseelf in the foot. (26:10
MSG)
Trusting a fool to convey a message is as foolish as cutting off
one's feet or drinking poisof26:6 NLT)

IV. Avoiding Foolish Ways

1. Be Willing to Learn from Others
1 The wise in heart accept commands, but a chattering fool comes to

ruin. (10:8 NIV)

1 The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but he who listens to

advice is wise(12:15 MKJV)

1 A wise person is hungry fdruth, while the fool feeds on trash.

(15:14 NLT)

2. Control Your Temper
1 A fool is quicktempered, but a wise person stays calm wien i

sulted.(12:16 NLT)

1 A wise man fears the LORD and shuns evil, but a fool is hot

headed and reckleg4.4:16 NIV)

3. Learn from Your Mi stakes
1 As a dog returns to its vomit, sofaol repeats his folly. (26:11

NIV)
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Conclusion: People Worse Than a Fool

Do you see a man wise in his own eyes?
There is more hope for a fool than for hin{26:12 NIV)

He who trusts in himséf is a fool,
but he who walks in wisdom is kept saf€28:26NIV)
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Thaddeus James, Jr.*

* Rev. Thaddeus James, Jr. is the yjoesident at Bt
mingham Theaolgical Seminary in Birmingham, Alabam
and involved in Hosehold of Faith Presbyterian Churc
Thad teaches annually at Westminster Theologicali-S
nary, Ugama. He is currently writing his Ph.D dissertatio
on the sbject of man made in the image of Gasliata-
preted by Christians in the Southern United States.

Greetings fellow ministers of the Gospel, brothers, and sisters in Christ.

Themstor 6s cufiGoemts perises i psi an f
enc@®i faithful obedience to the revealed WordGod. God in His infinite
wisdom, in His omniscience has truly done great things for us.

To lead us, to guide uand to direct us in this obedience, God has given
us His Living Word in Jesus Christ and His Written Word in the Holypscri
tures, the BibleTogether, thessixty-six books, written byover fortyauthors
under the inspirationTheopneustd<of the Holy Spirit is the prescription for
blessings. He has done great things for me, for us.

Where is our struggle? Dr.dRertson McQuilken in his bookinder-
starding and Applying the Biblsays:

We do not believe the Bible to be true.

Or, we do not believe that all parts of it are true

We are unwilling to obey Godds Wc
We are unwilling to work hard to search out the meaning.

In 1742 Pastor John AlbeBengel observed:

Scripture is the foundation of the Church: the Church is the guard
an of ScriptureWhen the Church is in strong health, the light of
Scripture shines bright; when the Church is sick, Scriptureris co
roded by neglect; and thus happenat the outward form of Squ

ture and that of the Church usually seem to exhibit simultaneously
either health or else sickness; and as a rule the way in whiqh Scri
ture is being treated is in exact correspondence with the condition
of the Church.
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Go d 6 scrippon ferdhlessing is obedience to His Revealed Word.
Turn with me, if you will to thdook of GalatiansRecall that,

All Scripture isinspired by God and profitable for teaching, fer r
proof, for correction, fotraining in righteousness; so that the man
of God may be adequatequipped for every good wark

Now, Galatians chapter 1, versed® (ESV).

®] am astorshed that you are so quickly deserting him who called
you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel

" not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you
and want to distort the gospel of Chri$But even if we or man-

gel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one
we preached to you, let him be accursels we have said before,

so now | say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary
to the one you received, let him be accursed.

1 For am | now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am |
trying to please man? If | were still trying to pleasan, | would

not be a servardf Christ.

We will work from the theme of APr a
The book of Galatians after ehbook of James is the one of the earliest
writings of the New Testament. We see the understanding and the worldview
that the early church had of Jestiey saw Him as Lord, as the Rxeistent
One sent by the Father and as the Changer of the curremt stantture.
However, there were still men causing confusion, Paul was writing to the
churches in Galatia to continue in the trgespeland to reject the nen
gospes. This one trugospelis for all people through faith in Jesus Christ,
which will deliverus from the power of sin through the illuminating presence
of the Holy Spirit.

Verse 6:

Paul is amazed, astonished, he marvadsjshshocked and surprised by
the lack of endurance for truth, by how quickly, how easily people were d
serting the truthThis apostasy, this turning away, this rejection of God and
the grace of Jesus Christ was an unbelievable action.

The fickleness of the people, who were called by @ydthe grace of
Christ,charisiunearned and unmerited r rbyvor,
grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the
gift of God; not as a r es uHph 2:89J. wor k

We who were dead in our trespasdeving in totaldepravity, Goehaters;
we were broughtdck from the dead and given eternal life.
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Verse 7

Jesus voluntarily gave Himselt is finished(vs. 4).In this evil ageand
world we must appropriafeomans 1222 it hen y o u towestd .| 0 b e

Philippians 2:15, crooked and perverse generation.

These pactitioners ofgospel malpractice, these false teachers were pr
sening a different, a pervertedogpel.Paul is upset, his words, amazed at
how quickly look here aR Corinthians 11:4, these are parallel passages,
Scripture supports Scripture. fi@rent eterou$ in another form, another
kind, a rival Jesus.

Paul is not the only one to warn us aboutgretitioners ofgospelmal-
practice who distorting the message of Jesus.

1 Matthew 7:151 iBewar e of false prophet

s heelpdtshicn g, but inwardly are ra
1 Matthew 2411iiFor many false prophets
you. o0

1 Matthew 24:24i A For false Chri st and f a
will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, eve
the elect. o0 (Whom God call ed)

¢ Johnl1l0:10AThe thief comes only to st

I will give you one more reference helecan go on and on from the
Go d 6 sd wefning us about theseggtitioners This is what Peter says in
2 Peter 2:13.Thesepractitioners of gospel atpractice come in many ways:

1 Heretics those who openly defy the truth with their own philosophies
(cults).

1 Apostates those who know truth, who have been brought up in the
truth, but they reject the thu{TV Practitiones).

1 Deceivers those who will not acknowledge their deception, their
falseness, their fraud heir purpose is to hoodwink and bambogzle
they are proud, pompous and presumptuthey seek to be popular
they seek power and prestige, lovers of self dtit/flucre.

Thesepractitioners ofgospel malpractice do not speak of a narrow road,

but point to a wide road, damning people to hell. (Give examjiéssis not

God, Mormons as Christianshatever counsel God had, Jesus did not come
to bring Christianity God will not send anyone to heditc) These messages
of health, wealth and prosperity, name it and claim it, illness is a lack of
faith, these teachings of second blessings, or second baptisms of the Holy

Spirit and teachings on certain signs and nesstéftions.

As Paul said, how quickly we desert the truth for a different gospel; how

easily we are tossed to and fro by every wave of doctrine.

Proverbs tells us, AfThere i s a wa

d e a Sée also 2 Johng. Count he cost spiritual effects.
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Verse 8

Know Godds Word for yourself, be a
truth from | ies, me d i ighd, tead theoscrollGhlel 6 s
theword in your heart, |l et Godbdo Word

show yourself approved unto God, as a workman who does not need to be
unashamed, rightly dividing, correctly or accurately handling the word of
truth.

No matter what the credentials of the perqmstor, minister, elder, de

con, bishop, apostle or psie no matter how manyteter s behi nd so
name the gspel message is still the sarmeCorinthians 15:3f Chr i st di
for our sins, was buried and on the

News.

Paul said it twice for emphasif anyone is preachgnto you another
gospelhe is to be accurseddanathemaThesepractitioners ofgospel nal-
practice are under; bGuading ae tinsufficieat| j u
Christ, they are confusing damge dfs p e
being eternally lost.

Paul tells us in the letteéo the Corinthians that theseggtitioners are ge
rupting and peddling the Word of God. Listen to what they say and what they
do not say. They do not speak of repentance, of a broken and contrite heart
there is no doctrinehere is no theologyet Christians are quickly deserting
and flocking to thespractitioners of gospel atpractice.

Verse 10

Remember last week in reference to King Saul for disobeying God and
seeking to please people. This call to ministry is not fraan but from God
this call to ministry is not a call of popularity but of faithfulness to Gled
sus said not my will but thy will be don verse 1Paul called himself a
bondservanta slave of Christ, as one who is in a permanent relationship of
serviude to another. Whom do you serve?

As | close, again there is only onegpel message, only one Jesus Christ,
the Living Word, who sits at the right hand of the Father, who suffered for
my sins for your sins, was beaten, scourged and crucified for myfeins
your sins but on the third day He rose again, He conquered tiéh#h Ad-
am destroyed, Jesus made right. Very simply Jesukds, a lunatic or He is
Lord.

Truly may thepractitioners of gspelmalpractice be accursed.

Jesus is the Way, the Thuaind the Life and no one comes to the Father
but through Him.



William Threlfall (17991825)
Wesleyan Methodist Missionary to Southern Africa

Jack C. Whytock

* Note: It can be difficult teaching and researching about missions history in
Africa for seveal reasons, one of which is the immense size of Africa and
second the diversity of mission societies, churches, and organizations which
have been involved in missions in Africa. Last year we included Todd Sta
hamés ASurvey of Su rdwstadgrdscalike kmowlaleout p
the chief survey books on African church and missions history. Anotlper hel
ful resource is the onlin®ictionary of African Christian BiographyThis
resource can help one learn much about African church and mission history
through biographical vignettes and stories. As able, | try to write entries
which are missing for this online dictionary. Last year | contributed ai art
cle on Gutschea German Baptist missionarghis year one on William
Threlfall. See,the Dictionary of African Christian BiographyDACB) at
http://www.dacb.org/ idex.html.

The development of early Wesleyan Methodism in a diversity of regions
in southern Africa is associated with the missionary William Threlfa, d
spite the fact that he was only in southéfrica for the last four years of his
short life. A review of his life reveals much about earl{f-t@ntury Methd-
ism in England and its expansion in Africa.

Threlfall in England

William Threlfall was born at Hollowforth,
Lancashire, England near Woodpipton, Prs-
ton on 6 June, 1799. His father, Richard, had
left the Church of England and identified ope
ly with Methodism thereby making the family
home a centre for local Methodist activity. The
family was one of stable financial resources.
Consequently William received a good early
education and can be considered very much a
gentleman even though he did not attend O
ford or Cambridge. William was converted
when sixteen while hearing a local Methodist
preacher speaking on the Parable of the iProd
gal Son:



