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9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ tǊŜŦŀŎe 

Welcome to the 2015 Haddington House Journal. I would like to take this 

opportunity to introduce you to the contents of this yearôs journal. 

First we begin with our General Articles. This year we have changed a lit-
tle what we have done with the traditional lead sermon. Instead we have pro-

vided three preaching or Bible study resources. From Psalms we have Dr. 

Allan Harmanôs sermon preparation notes for Psalm 72. I think this will be 
very helpful for a preacher to study and to learn from Dr. Harmanôs outline 

of this psalm. Then we turn to Proverbs and three sample, topically-arranged 

studies by Rev. Reuben Ihlenfeldt. Again, Proverbs demands that we think 

about how to preach through it, and here are some creative ideas one might 
consider and use for preaching or teaching. The third preaching resource is a 

sermon on Galatians 1:6-10 from Rev. Thaddeus James, Jr. which brings into 

contemporary context the issue of ñGospel Malpracticeò, a challenge today 
as it was when Paul wrote his letter to the Galatians. I trust these resources 

will stimulate good Scripture study and exposition. Following these in Gen-

eral Articles are two popular general articles related to African missions his-
tory ï one about an early missionary to Southern Africa and the other by 

Jonathan Emanuelson giving us some fine background on Zionism. 

The second section of the journal is the Book Reviews, arranged into four 

divisions. You will notice this year the large number of new Bible commen-
taries which have been reviewed. This is probably the largest number of Bi-

ble commentaries we have ever reviewed in a single volume. It may also re-

flect a recent publishing concentration. Offerings for reviews in systematic 
theology, historical theology, and applied theology should also alert readers 

to many new works in these areas as well. 

Following naturally along from this are the Book Briefs, which are very 

concise presentations. Here I would particularly draw your attention to those 
in the category of missions or missiology, as this is an especially strong focus 

of this section this year along with the longer reviews in the Applied Theolo-

gy section. In total you will find over fifty books reviewed in our 2015 Had-
dington House Journal. We are most encouraged by this number and believe 

it makes a most helpful contribution. 

The final section, Academic Articles, contains three articles which I be-
lieve will prove very useful in the classroom and for Christian educators. Dr. 

Thorsten Prillôs article is very clear and thought-provoking on the gospel and 

modern challenges to the gospel ï relevant to the whole Christian community 

regardless of country. Dr. Carl Mosserôs article, written at my request, ad-
dresses the rise of Mormonism on the African continent. Dr. Mosher is 

someone who has studied much on Mormonism, and we are delighted that he 
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was willing to make this helpful contribution. Finally, we endeavour each 

year or as able to include an article to help Christian educators. Nancy Why-

tock has provided us with an article on plagiarism from a very wholistic per-

spective, very much in the tradition of the Westminster Larger Catechism, 
presenting the negative aspect of the command and then the underlying posi-

tive application. Perhaps this will be useful as an in-service training discus-

sion for Christian educators. 
Our cover for 2015 focuses upon Namibia in Africa. The reason for this 

focus is that Namibia is the home of one of our article writers and there is 

also mention of an early missionary there in another article. We have appre-
ciated your warm comments about our covers from recent years, particularly 

the many positive comments we received about our Malawian-themed cover 

last year. 

Thank you to all our writers, once again, for your ministry through writ-
ing and also to our technical support and photographers. Past volumes of our 

journal are available at the Haddington House website 

(www.haddingtonhouse.org), both as a whole and as individual articles. Al-
so, past volumes are available at the UK website: 

http://www.biblicalstudies.org.uk/articles.php. May the Lord bless you as 

you take up and read. 
 

Jack C. Whytock 

Editor 

 
 

 



Sermon Preparation on Psalm 72 
Ψ¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƛƴƎ YƛƴƎΩ 

Allan M. Harman * 

* Dr. Allan Harman has been Professor of Old Testament 

at the Free Church College, Edinburgh, the Reformed 

Theological College, Geelong, and the Presbyterian Theo-

logical College, Melbourne, where he also served as prin-
cipal for twenty years. He has served as Moderator-

General of his denomination, the Presbyterian Church of 

Australia (1994-1997), and is the author of Joseph Addi-
son Alexander (2014). 

1. Introductory Considerations 

a. This psalm is one of the one hundred and fifty that make up the full 
book of Psalms in the Old Testament. As such, it is an important part of an-

cient, God-inspired literature that constitutes almost three quarters of our Bi-

ble. The book of Psalms is unique in that it deals so extensively with personal 
religious faith and experience. Translation from Hebrew into English is not 

always easy, as the two languages are very different. In translating it we can 

make some changes to give a flowing text, but we have to respect the period 
from which it came and the form in which it was given by God. We cannot 

make ancient literature such as the Old Testament modern, for that would 

mean distorting the very text we acknowledge as God-breathed. It is not just 

the thoughts of the Bible that are inspired but the words too. This means that 
we need translations that are essentially literal. Another way to express this is 

to say we need a transparent translation of the Bible that conveys as much as 

possible of what was said, and how it was said, into the target language. 
Many of the older translations achieved this better than quite a few of the 

more modern translations. 

b. The language in this particular psalm, as in all the psalms, is poetic, and 
it differs from what we are used to in descriptive or narrative passages of the 

Bible. We must not despise poetry, or think that it is telling an entirely dif-

ferent story from prose. Comparison of the narrative account of the Exodus 

(Exod. 14:21-31) with the poetic account in the Song of the Sea (Exod. 15:1-
18) shows us how one complements the other. They speak in different ways 

and use different patterns of speech. 

c. Poetry paints pictures that help us grasp the teaching it contains. It 
makes extensive use of similes (e.g., ólike/as . . . ) and metaphors (e.g., God 

is a fortress). It uses words that do not occur often in narrative, and contains a 
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larger percentage of older words. We see this phenomenon even in modern 

English hymns and songs, e.g., óSeek ye first the kingdom of Godô. Hebrew 

poetry has its own special features, and it has few words that convey abstract 

ideas, such as those that follow the pattern of English words like ófalsehoodô 
and ófriendshipô. 

d. This psalm has a title, a concluding doxology, and a postscript. The ti-

tle can mean either óby Solomonô or ófor Solomonô. The doxology in vss. 18-
20 appears to be intended both as the conclusion of the psalm as well as the 

conclusion of the second book of the Psalter. It is an ascription of praise to 

the redeeming God Who alone does miraculous deeds, and a desire for His 
glory to extend to all the earth. All the other four óbooksô that comprise the 

Psalter have similar doxologies (see 41:13; 89:52; 106:48; 150:1-6). The 

postscript (óThe prayers of David, the son of Jesse, are endedô) appears to 

have been appended to an earlier collection of psalms that was later incorpo-
rated into the whole book of Psalms. 

e. There are not a great number of unusual words or expressions in this 

psalm that need comment, but here are a few: 

¶ óJudgeô (vs. 2) does not mean ócondemnô but rather óadjudicateô.  

¶ In vs. 5 the NIV marginal note is to be preferred. It suggests óyou 
will be fearedô should be the translation rather than óthey will en-

dureô (the Heb. text is literally, óthey will fear youô).  

¶ óProsperityô (vs. 7) is literally óabundance of peaceô.  

¶ The word óRiverô in vs. 8 is the translation of the Hebrew word 
perat that is the distinctive word for the Euphrates River, not the 
general word for any river.  

¶ In vs. 16 NIVôs ólet it thriveô is questionable as a rendering of 
ófrom a cityô (compare the ESVôs óblossom in the citiesô).  

 

f. One feature of the language of this psalm is the number of word repeti-
tions that occur, or different words that come from the same Hebrew root. 

These are not always brought out clearly in translations such as the NIV. It 

helps to read the psalm in translations such as the NASB or NKJV as they 

tend to be more consistent in the choice of words connected with the same 
root idea in Hebrew. These words include: 

¶ ójusticeô (vs. 1), ójusticeô and óhe will judgeô (vs. 2);  

¶ óyour righteousnessô (vs. 1), óin righteousnessô (vs. 2), óthe right-

eousô (vs. 7); 

¶ óSolomonô (in the title, from the root from which the Hebrew word 
ópeaceô comes, vs. 1), ópeaceô, vss. 3 and 7 (NIV óprosperity, but 
literally, óabundance of peaceô);  

¶  óand bless himô, vs. 15, óbe blessedô, vs. 17, óblessed be (NIV 

ópraise beô), vs. 19; 

¶ óhis nameô, twice in vs. 17; 

¶  óShebaô, vss. 10 and 15.  
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These repetitions are part of poetic usage and point to some of the major 
themes of the psalm that have to be taken into consideration. 

2. A Prayer for the King (vss.1-7, 12-14) 

The language in these verses is depicting an ideal situation. No real king 

in Israel or Judah can be in view, because the description goes far beyond 

what any human king could do. While the office of the king was appointed 
by God, yet we recognise that not every Davidic king came up to this ideal. 

They were sinners, but the office they occupied was the important thing. The 

picture here is of a king who is going to rule in complete righteousness. He 
will care for all the most oppressed people in the land, and prosperity will 

last forever. His rule is not bound by limits of months and years, but rather it 

is eternal. 

Kingship was always Godôs intention for Israel. The thought here depends 
on two other Old Testament passages, Deuteronomy 17:14-20 and 2 Samuel 

7:1-29. In the first of these, Moses spells out for Israel what was going even-

tually to happen when the people reached Canaan. God was going to ensure 
that they would have someone from within Israel to be their king who would 

rule in Godôs stead. He would be Godôs vice-regent. 

Israel had to learn by hard experience what kingship meant for them. The 

people had experienced many different leaders during the time of the judges. 
They were raised up by God to deliver the people, but there was no heredi-

tary kingship. The recurring phrase used near the end of the book of Judges 

is: óIn those days Israel had no king: everyone did as he saw fitô (Judges 
21:25). This meant that those looking back on this period of Israelôs history 

realised that the absence of a king meant chaos within the land. Or, to put it 

another way, Israel had too many kings, for every man did what he thought 
best for himself! 

The second bitter experience that Israel had in preparation for true king-

ship was the period of Saul. There was nothing wrong with the people asking 

for a king (1 Sam. 8:4-5) as God had planned for kingship. What was wrong 
was the timing of the request, and the spirit in which it was made. The people 

wanted a king so that they would be like the surrounding nations. And so 

God gave them what they wanted, and they received Saul as their first king. 
He failed, thinking that he could take the place of the priest and offer sacri-

fices (1 Sam. 13:7-10), only to find that Samuel pronounced the doom of his 

kingdom: óYour kingdom will not endure; the Lord has sought out a man 
after his own heart and appointed him leader of his people, because you have 

not kept the Lordôs commandô (1 Sam. 13:14). 

After unsatisfactory episodes of rulers who did not establish dynasties 

(the period of the judges) and the kingship of Saul, David was chosen as the 
man after Godôs heart. When he established his authority on the land, he 

wanted to build a house for God (the temple), God instead promised to build 

him a house (a family). The Hebrew word for house (bayit) can have both 
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meanings. God thus entered into a covenant with David (2 Sam. 7:1-29; 1 

Chron. 17:1-27), promising him an enduring kingdom, and one that was to 

have implications for mankind as a whole, a charter for mankind (2 Sam. 

7:18-19; see the poetic expansion on this covenant in Psalms 89 and 132). 
Though David failed in many ways, yet his kingship became the one extolled 

throughout the rest of the Old Testament. The Davidic kingship and the 

choice of Zion were concepts that went together and stimulated the thinking 
and the hopes in Israel. The Scripture teaches that the line of Davidic kings 

continued until in the fullness of time the Lord Jesus came, by human nature 

óa descendant of Davidô, and ódeclared with power to be the Son of Godô 
(Rom. 1:3). 

Here in Psalm 72 the enduring nature of the kingdom being spoken about 

reflects the covenant with David. This is expressed in vs. 5 by comparing it 

to enduring as long as the sun and moon. Other Old Testament passages rein-
force this promise (see Pss. 89:28-29; 132:11-12; Isa. 9:7). It is not surprising 

that the promise regarding an enduring dynasty of Davidic rule was re-

echoed in the words of Gabriel to Mary, as he announced the impending birth 
of Jesus (Lk. 1:31-33). 

When we come to Old Testament passages like this we can find out how 

the Jews, even before the time of Jesus, understood them. This is so, partly, 
because we have the early Greek translation of the Old Testament from about 

250 BC, called the Septuagint. It is not only a translation, but in effect, by its 

choice of words, it is a commentary on the text. We also have early transla-

tions of the Old Testament into Aramaic that are called Targums. These were 
most probably oral at first, but later appeared in written form. In vs. 1 of 

Psalm 72, the Jewish Targum adds after the words óEndow the kingô, the 

words óthe messiahô. Clearly Jewish scholars realised that the description 
could not fit any ordinary descendant of David, but had to point to a future 

messianic ruler. 

What else does the psalmist say about this coming king? He tells us that 

the king will rule with justice, adjudicating with righteousness, and dealing 
with his afflicted ones with justice (vs. 2). These expressions in this verse are 

typically parallel ones, as occur so often in Old Testament poetry. óYour 

peopleô and óyour afflicted onesô are describing the same people. God often 
spoke about Israel as His people, and they claimed that privilege for them-

selves. But how does óyour peopleô equate with óyour afflicted onesô? When 

we look at how the word óafflictedô is used here, we might think that its op-
posite will perhaps be something like órichô. However, in the Psalms the op-

posite of óafflictedô is not órichô but ówickedô, and so the term clearly refers 

to the godly believers. Further, it is noted that He will see that the poor and 

oppressed are helped (vs. 4). 

3. A Universal Kingdom (vss. 8-11) 

The promises that God made to Abraham are basic for all that follows in 
Scripture. He was promised a large family, a land to live in, and that his de-
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scendants would become a blessing to the nations. On each of these points 

Abraham was tested.  

He didnôt have any children, and both he and his wife Sarah were past the 

normal age for having children. The New Testament comments on this fact 
both in Romans 4 and Hebrews 11. óHe faced the fact that his body was as 

good as dead ï since he was about a hundred years old ï and that Sarahôs 

womb was also deadô (Rom. 4:19). The writer to the Hebrews adds that 
ófrom this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants, as numerous 

as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the sea-shoreô (Heb. 

11:12). 
Abraham also was stateless, in that he had no land. In the early Greek 

translation already mentioned, the Septuagint, Abraham is called óthe mi-

grantô, the wanderer. Thatôs a fair comment, for he had come from Ur to 

Haran, then went down into Canaan, before moving further south to Egypt. 
Then he came back up into Canaan, but he did not have a right to that territo-

ry. When Sarah his wife died, he had to buy a burying plot for her from the 

Hittites (Gen. 23:1-20). But God told him about a country He was going to 
give him, and the Old Testament repeats in several passages the general area 

that it would cover ï from Lebanon in to the north to the river of Egypt in the 

south, and from the Mediterranean in the west to the river Euphrates in the 
north-east.  

The third great promise that God gave him related to blessing, and Iôll 

mention that a little later as it has relevance for the final verses of this psalm. 

In verses 8-11 the focus is on the land, but something very significant is 
said about the extent of this kingôs territory. In passages such as Genesis 

15:18-21, Exodus 23:31, and Joshua 1:3-4, the boundaries of the land God 

swore to give Abraham are stated. However, here there is a dramatic change. 
It is not the narrow confines of Canaan that are described, but a territory that 

stretches outwards from the River, the Euphrates, to the ends of the earth. 

Messiahôs rule is going to be from the River Euphrates outward!  

The messianic import of this is made plain in the parallel passage in 
Zechariah 9:9-10, for the identical promise occurs there as well. Zechariahôs 

prophecy is of the coming king, órighteous and having salvation, gentle and 

riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkeyô. We know this ninth verse 
well, because it is incorporated in the narrative relating to Jesusô final entry 

into Jerusalem (Matt. 21:5). However, in Zechariah the prophecy continues: 

óI will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the war-horses from Jerusa-
lem, and the battle-bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the na-

tions. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River [Euphrates] to 

the ends of the earthô (Zech. 9:10). That passage, and its quotation in Mat-

thew, confirms the conviction that Psalm 72:8 is speaking of the messianic 
kingdom and its extent. It will not be constricted to the small territory that 

made up the promised land, but will be world-wide in scope. 

The words that follow it describe subservience to the messiah. óThe desert 
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tribes will bow before him, and his enemies will lick the dustô (vs. 9). óDesert 

tribesô seems to be a general expression to denote remote areas. To óbow be-

foreô and to ólick the dustô are biblical expressions for submission (see Isa. 

49:23). That this is the correct interpretation is confirmed by vss. 10-11 that 
speak of Tarshish, Sheba and Seba. Tarshish is mentioned several times in 

the Old Testament without precise geographical descriptions of its location. 

It is linked with the sea, but it is unclear whether this means the Mediterrane-
an or the Red Sea. Sheba was probably located in south-eastern Arabia, and 

Seba could be near it. Another possibility is that it is another variant of the 

name óShebaô, with the conjunction óandô between them being equal to óthat 
isô (for other examples of this usage, see Exod. 24:7, óthat is, we will obeyô; 2 

Sam. 14:5, óthat is, I am a widowô). If this is so, it could be understood as 

óSheba, that is, Sebaô. Not only will the kings from far-off Tarshish, the 

coastlands, and Sheba and Seba bring gifts, but all kings and all nations will 
be in joyous servitude to him (vss. 10-11). 

4. Universal Blessing (vss. 15-17) 

The prayer for blessing is put in terms of the normal salutation of a new 

king ï óLong may he live!ô A good illustration from a different context is the 

greeting to Solomon when Zadok the priest anointed him: óLong live King 

Solomon!ô (1 Kings 1:39; for other ones see 1 Sam. 10:24; 2 Sam. 16:16; 1 
Kings 1:25). Just as the Queen of Sheba brought gifts to Solomon (1 Kings 

10:10), so the psalmist pictures further tribute being presented to the Davidic 

king. Prayer too is offered for his welfare, and praise given for the prosperity 
he brings. The blessings of the messianic reign are spoken about in material 

terms ï abundance of grain, fruit of Lebanon, vigorous population in the cit-

ies. The blessings of Godôs covenant with Israel included the promise of 
abundant crops and herds (Deut. 28:3-6). This again is part of the art of poet-

ry in using picture language to describe the glories of the coming kingdom. 

Future glory is described in terms of present experience of earthly realities. 

Verse 17 is crucial for understanding the message of the psalm as a 
whole. The certainty of the rule of this king and the consequent blessings that 

he will bring are given in terms of the promise to Abraham (Gen. 12:3; 

22:18). While it may have seemed early in the kingship of David and Solo-
mon that the promises to Abraham were going to be realised in the history of 

Israel, it became clear that their fulfilment was to be beyond the limitations 

of a kingdom in the narrow confines of Canaan. By the time of the exile, the 
people were few in the land, the majority were in exile away from Palestine, 

and poor Israel, far from being a blessing, needed Godôs blessing to survive 

the exilic experience. The psalmist looked far beyond his own day and expe-

rience to a time when the nations of the world would be blessed. The Hebrew 
expression here is identical to that in Genesis 22:18. The nations will óbless 

themselvesô, that is, they will ask for a blessing on themselves, perhaps pray-

ing, óMay we be blessed just as Abraham was blessed!ô The New Testament 
tells us that the promises to Abraham were fulfilled in Jesus, as the songs of 
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Mary and Zechariah make plain (Lk. 1:54-55; 69-75), while Paul gives the 

definitive explanation in Galatians 3:13-14. Christ death was as a redeemer 

who became a curse for us, óso that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham 

might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit 
through faithô. 

5. Concluding Doxology (vss. 18-19) 

The concluding doxology is praise to the only true God. He alone does 

ómarvellous deedsô. The expression is one that is used in the Old Testament 

exclusively of things that only God can do. The reference is to the great ac-
tions of God like the miraculous signs in Egypt, or His provision for Israel in 

the wilderness. He is worthy of all praise because of what He has done in 

redeeming and preserving His people. The desire for the whole earth to be 

filled with His glory echoes the language of Numbers 14:21. Moses had in-
terceded for the people after they rebelled against the Lord, and in respond-

ing to his prayer He solemnly declared: óBut truly, as I live, all the earth shall 

be filled with the glory of the Lordô. 
Almost three hundred years ago, Isaac Watts paraphrased this psalm, and 

started it in this way: 

 

 Jesus shall reign whereôer the sun 
 Does his successive journeys run; 

 His Kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 

 Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 

Did Isaac Watts get it right by inserting the name óJesusô in place of óthe 

kingô? Of course he did, because he rightly grasped the significance of Psalm 
72 in the light of biblical teaching. How we listen to biblical passages is most 

important. As with music, we must listen to it in the correct key, and here in 

this psalm it is in the key that depicts the ultimate revelation of God in His 

glory. To put it in theological language, we must listen to it in the eschato-
logical key. The psalm far transcends any of the achievements of Solomon or 

any other successor of David. It looks to the kingdom of Jesus that will be 

universal, when all His enemies are subdued before Him.  
When Alexander the Great (356-323 B.C.) took his troops eastwards to-

wards India, he often asked what lay to the north or south of them. His gen-

erals often replied that there were inhospitable mountains or waterless de-
serts. When they finally reached the Indus River, he asked them what lay 

beyond, and they described that there were swamps and other features that 

would impede any further advance. And Alexander wept, because he thought 

there were no more empires to conquer! 
How different is the picture given in Psalm 72. It is describing a Davidic 

king who is going to reign to the ends of the earth. No longer is the kingdom 

restricted to the small land of Israel, but the Messiah will at the last be Lord 
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over all. He will reign till He subdues all kingdoms and delivers them over to 

the Father (1 Cor. 15:24-25). The new song that will be sung in heaven will 

be in praise of Him who has óransomed a people for God from every tribe 

and language and people and nationô, making them óa kingdom and priests to 
our Godô (Rev. 5:9-10). Psalm 72 points to that glorious fulfilment. The Lord 

Jesus will not be disappointed for ultimately He will be king of the nations 

(Rev. 15:3). 
. 



Divine Truths for Daily Living from Proverbs  
Three Sermon Outlines 

 Reuben Ihlenfeldt *  

*  Pastor Reuben Ihlenfeldt is the pastor of Bethany-Emmanuel Baptist 

Church in King Williamôs Town, South Africa and a former president of the 

Baptist Union of South Africa. 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ Introduction: Outlines for Proverbs 

 The book of Proverbs should not be neglected in a regular diet of preach-
ing and teaching in the local church. Yet it often presents difficulties for the 

Christian preacher and teacher. There are two difficulties in particular: how 

to organise a message from Proverbs and how to avoid pure moralistic 

preaching or teaching which promotes works righteousness. 
 There are many different ways to organise messages based upon Prov-

erbs, and there are good tools to help in this regard. Certain commentaries 

which are expository-based will be very helpful in organising Proverbs for 
teaching purposes. For example, David Hubbardôs commentary, originally 

part of the Word Communicatorôs Commentary series, now in the Mastering 

the Old Testament series, is very useful in this regard.
1 
But there are others. 

Many can be downloaded for free, yet the reader is cautioned to use discern-

ment. In that regard, anyone who wants to wrestle with the nature of properly 

interpreting Proverbs should refer to the article by Greg Parsonôs, ñGuide-

lines for Understanding and Proclaiming the Book of Proverbsò, which can 
be downloaded from the internet for free.

2 
Parson helps us to see the rules we 

must follow in interpreting this Old Testament book for teaching purposes. 

 In an effort to help preachers and student preachers think about how to 
organise and make outlines for preaching from Proverbs, we have included 

three sample sermon outlines from Pastor Reuben Ihlenfeldt of Bethany-

Emmanuel Baptist Church in King Williamôs Town, South Africa. Think 

about his sermon outlines or skeletons and note how he has organised Prov-
erbs by theme. Perhaps you can use these outlines in your preaching or in 

teaching a Bible class somewhere. As you do so, keep asking, ñHow does 

                                                   
1 David Hubbard, Proverbs. Word Communicatorôs Commentary series, gen ed. 
Lloyd Ogilvie. (Dallas: Word, 1989). Reprinted in the Mastering the Old Testament 

series, Thomas Nelson Publishers. 
2 Greg Parson, ñGuidelines for Understanding and Proclaiming the Book of Prov-

erbsò, Bibliotheca Sacra,1993, https://faculty.gordon.edu/hu/bi/tedhildebrandt/ 

otresources/20-proverbs/text/articles/parsons-provguidelines-bs.pdf. 
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this relate to being in Christ?ò and ñWhat is distinctive here about the Chris-

tianôs spiritual life?ò 

 On a personal note, I have attempted through the years to preach from 

Proverbs each January and to also read a chapter from Proverbs with my 
family each day in January (for the 31 days equal the 31 chapters). There is 

an old English proverb that says, ñSolomon made a Book of Proverbs but a 

Book of Proverbs wonôt make a Solomonò. Reading Proverbs is no guarantee 
of blessing; we need the blessing and ministry of the Holy Spirit as we en-

gage with this book.  

 Each reference in Pastor Reuben Ihlenfeldtôs sermon outlines which does 
not include the name of the book of the Bible (only the chapter number and 

verse number) is from Proverbs. All other books of Scripture are identified 

by name. May the Lord bless you as you preach and teach from Proverbs. 

  
  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Prayer: 

 

ñThank you, our Father, for this very practical book and 
for the admonition it gives our hearts to remember that life 

can never be understood, can never be handled, can never 

make sense until we approach it with trust in you and re-
member that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis-

dom. We thank you in Christôs name. Amen.  
 

- Ray C. Stedman 
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#1. Family Matters 

I.  Why Raising Godly Children Is Important 

1. Parental Pride and Joy!! 

¶ Wise son, glad father; stupid son, sad mother. (10:1 MSG)   

¶ Sensible children bring joy to their father; foolish children despise 

their mother. (15:20 NLT)   

¶ To have a fool for a son brings grief; there is no joy for the father 

of a fool. (17:21 NIV)   

¶ A surly, stupid child is sheer pain to a father, a bitter pill for a 

mother to swallow. (17:25 MSG)   

¶ Grandchildren are the crowning glory of the aged; parents are the 

pride of their children. (17:6 NLT)    

¶ A foolish child is a calamity to a father; a nagging wife annoys like 

a constant dripping. (19:13 NLT)   

¶ Dear child, if you become wise, I'll be one happy parent. (23:15 

MSG)   

2. Stable Society 

¶ Children who mistreat their father or chase away their mother are a 

public disgrace and an embarrassment. (19:26 NLT)   

¶ My child, how happy I will be if you turn out to be wise! Then I 

will be able to answer my critics. (27:11 NLT)   

¶ The father of godly children has cause for joy. What a pleasure it is 

to have wise children. (23:24 NLT) 

II. Attributes of Godly Children 

1. Hard Working  

¶ A wise youth works hard all summer; a youth who sleeps away the 

hour of opportunity brings shame. (10:5 NLT)   

2. Obedience 

¶ Intelligent children listen to their parents; foolish children do their 

own thing. (13:1 MSG)   

¶ He who keeps the law is a discerning son, but a companion of glut-

tons disgraces his father. (28:7 NIV)   

3. Right Conduct 

¶ Even children are known by the way they act, whether their con-

duct is pure and right. (20:11 NLT)   
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III. Benefits of Having Godly Parents 

1. Freedom with Boundaries 

¶ You can be sure that evil people will be punished, but the children 

of the godly will go free. (11:21 NLT)   

¶ The wicked perish and are gone, but the children of the godly stand 

firm. (12:7 NLT)   

2.  A Godly Inheritance 

¶ A good man leaves an inheritance for his children's children, but a 

sinner's wealth is stored up for the righteous. (13:22 NIV)   

¶ God-loyal people, living honest lives, make it much easier for their 

children. (20:7 MSG)   

IV.  Developing Godly Children 

1. Discipline 

¶ If you refuse to discipline your children, it proves you don't love 

them; if you love your children, you will be prompt to discipline 

them. (13:24 NLT)   

¶ Discipline your children while you still have the chance; indulging 

them destroys them. (19:18 MSG)   

¶ Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline 

will drive it far from him. (22:15 NIV)   

¶ Don't fail to correct your children. They won't die if you spank 

them. (23:13 NLT) 

¶ The rod of correction imparts wisdom, but a child left to himself 

disgraces his mother. (29:15 NIV)   

¶ Discipline your children; you'll be glad you did-- they'll turn out 

delightful to live with. (29:17 MSG)   

2. Direction 

¶ Listen, my son, and be wise, and keep your heart on the right path. 

(23:19 NIV)   

¶ Teach your children to choose the right path, and when they are 

older, they will remain upon it. (22:6 NLT)   

¶ If you stop listening to instruction, my child, you have turned your 

back on knowledge. (19:27 NLT)   

¶ A wise servant takes charge of an unruly child and is honored as 

one of  the family. (17:2 MSG)   

¶ Eat honey, my son, for it is good; honey from the comb is sweet to 

your taste. (24:13 NIV)   
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3. Discipleship 

¶ The Fear-of-GOD builds up confidence, and makes a world safe 

for your children. (14:26 MSG)   

¶ My son, fear Jehovah and the king; and do not fellowship with 

those who are given to change. (24:21 MKJV)   

4. Doing 

¶ Dear child, I want your full attention; please do what I show you. 

(23:26 MSG)   

Conclusion: (Jesus) The Son That Made All The Difference 

The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, the prophecy: The man 
spoke to Ithiel, to Ithiel and Ucal, saying, Surely I am more like 
an animal than any man, and do not have the understanding of a 
man. I have not learned wisdom, nor the knowledge of the holy. 
Who has gone up to Heaven and has come down? Who has 
gathered the wind in His fists? Who has bound the waters in His 
garments? Who has established all the ends of the earth? What is 
His name, and what is His Son's name? Surely you know. Every 
word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put their trust 
in Him . (30:1-5 MKJV) 

 

 

#2. The Kind of Person that Makes God άMadέ 

Proverbs 6:12-19 

12 A scoundrel and a villain, 
    who goes about with a corrupt mouth, 
13     who winks with his eye, 
    signals with his feet 
    and motions with his fingers, 
14     who plots evil with deceit in his heart ï 
    he always stirs up dissension. 
15 Therefore disaster will overtake him in an instant; 
    he will suddenly be destroyed ï without remedy. 

16 There are six things the LORD hates, 
    seven that are detestable to him: 
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17         haughty eyes, 
        a lying tongue, 
        hands that shed innocent blood, 
18         a heart that devises wicked schemes, 
        feet that are quick to rush into evil, 
19         a false witness who pours out lies 
        and a man who stirs up dissension. 

(Note below the parallels in the New Testament Gospels.) 

I.  The Person with a ñHolier Than Thouò Look 
¶ Haughty eyes ï Matt. 7:1-6 

 

II .  The Person Whose Word Cannot Be Trusted 

¶ Their talk is cheap ï Matt. 5:33-37 
 

III.  The Person Who Does Not Care Who They Crush on Their Way to the 

Top 

¶ Hands that shed innocent blood ï Matt. 5:21-26 
 

IV.  The Person Who Plots Evil 
¶ A heart that devises wicked schemes ï Matt. 7:13-27. 

 

V.  The Person Who Runs After the Person Who Plots Evil 

¶ Feet that are quick to rush into evil ï Matt. 7:13-27 
 

VI .  The Premeditated Liar 

¶ A false witness who pours out lies ï Matt. 5:33-37 
 

VII .  The Stirrer 
¶ A Man who stirs up dissension among brothers ï Matt. 5:25-32, 

43-48 

 

Conclusion: Just Like Judas 

#1  Matt 26:13-16 

#2  Matt. 26:25 

#3  Matt. 26:47 

#4  John 13:26 

#5  John 13:27 

#6  Luke 22:4 

#7  John 12:4-6 
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#3. How to Stop Making a Fool of Yourself 

I.  The Characteristics of the Fool 

1.  Immoral  

¶ The words of the godly are like sterling silver; the heart of a fool is 

worthless. (10:20 NLT) 

2.  Insatiable 

¶ Sensible people keep their eyes glued on wisdom, but a fool's eyes 

wander to the ends of the earth. (24:7 NLT) 

3.  Idiotic   

¶ A fool finds no pleasure in understanding but delights in airing his 

own opinions. (18:2 NIV)    

¶ Wisdom is too much for a fool. When the leaders gather, the fool 

has nothing to say. (24:7 NLT) 

II.  The Actions of the Fool 

1.  Bad Talk 

¶ Wise people treasure knowledge, but the babbling of a fool invites 

trouble. (10:14 NLT) 

¶ He who hides hatred with lying lips, and he who speaks a slander, 

is a fool. (10:18 MKJV)  

¶ The tongue of the wise commends knowledge, but the mouth of the 

fool gushes folly. (15:2 NIV)  

¶ A foolôs mouth is his undoing, and his lips are a snare to his soul. 

(18:7 NIV)  

 

2.  Bad Walk  

¶ Doing wrong is fun for a fool, while wise conduct is a pleasure to 

the wise. (10:23 NLT) 

¶ A fool spurns his fatherôs discipline, but whoever heeds correction 

shows prudence. (15:5 NIV) 

III.  How to Treat a Fool 

1.  Donôt Get into an Argument  

¶ A quiet rebuke to a person of good sense does more than a whack 

on the head of a fool. (17:10 MSG)  

¶ It is safer to meet a bear robbed of her cubs than to confront a fool 

caught in folly. (17:12 NLT)  
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¶ The words of a fool start fights; do him a favour and gag him. 

(18:6 MSG)  

¶ Do not answer a fool according to his foolishness, lest you also be 

like him. (26:4 MKJV)  

¶ Answer a fool in simple terms so he doesn't get a swelled head. 

(26:5 MSG) 

2.  Donôt Try to Change a Fool  

¶ It is senseless to pay tuition to educate a fool who has no heart for 

wisdom. (17:16 NLT)  

¶ Putting a fool in a place of honour is like setting a mud brick on a 

marble column. (26:8 MSG)  

¶ Pound on a fool all you like-- you can't pound out foolishness. 

(27:22 MSG) 

3.  Donôt Hire a Fool  

¶ Do not speak in the ears of a fool, for he will despise the wisdom 

of your words. (23:9 MKJV) 

¶ Hire a fool or a drunk and you shoot yourself in the foot. (26:10 

MSG)  

¶ Trusting a fool to convey a message is as foolish as cutting off 

one's feet or drinking poison! (26:6 NLT)   

IV.  Avoiding Foolish Ways 

1.  Be Willing to Learn from Others 

¶ The wise in heart accept commands, but a chattering fool comes to 

ruin. (10:8 NIV)  

¶ The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but he who listens to 

advice is wise. (12:15 MKJV)  

¶ A wise person is hungry for truth, while the fool feeds on trash. 

(15:14 NLT) 

2.  Control Your Temper   

¶ A fool is quick-tempered, but a wise person stays calm when in-

sulted. (12:16 NLT)  

¶ A wise man fears the LORD and shuns evil, but a fool is hot-

headed and reckless. (14:16 NIV) 

3.  Learn from Your Mi stakes  

¶ As a dog returns to its vomit, so a fool repeats his folly. (26:11 

NIV) 
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Conclusion: People Worse Than a Fool 

Do you see a man wise in his own eyes?  
There is more hope for a fool than for him. (26:12 NIV) 
 
  He who trusts in himself is a fool,  
but he who walks in wisdom is kept safe. (28:26 NIV) 

 

 



 

 



 

Sermon: άtǊŀŎǘƛǘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ DƻǎǇŜƭ aŀƭǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜέ 
Galatians 1:6-10 

                            Thaddeus James, Jr.* 

* Rev. Thaddeus James, Jr. is the vice-president at Bir-

mingham Theological Seminary in Birmingham, Alabama 

and involved in Household of Faith Presbyterian Church. 
Thad teaches annually at Westminster Theological Semi-

nary, Uganda. He is currently writing his Ph.D dissertation 

on the subject of man made in the image of God as inter-
preted by Christians in the Southern United States. 

Greetings fellow ministers of the Gospel, brothers, and sisters in Christ. 

The pastorôs current series is ñGodôs prescription for blessings is obedi-
enceò ï faithful obedience to the revealed Word of God. God in His infinite 

wisdom, in His omniscience has truly done great things for us.  

To lead us, to guide us, and to direct us in this obedience, God has given 
us His Living Word in Jesus Christ and His Written Word in the Holy Scrip-

tures, the Bible. Together, these sixty-six books, written by over forty authors 

under the inspiration (Theopneustos) of the Holy Spirit is the prescription for 

blessings. He has done great things for me, for us.  
Where is our struggle? Dr. Robertson McQuilken in his book Under-

standing and Applying the Bible says: 

We do not believe the Bible to be true. 
Or, we do not believe that all parts of it are true. 

We are unwilling to obey Godôs Word. 

We are unwilling to work hard to search out the meaning. 

In 1742 Pastor John Albert Bengel observed: 

Scripture is the foundation of the Church: the Church is the guardi-
an of Scripture. When the Church is in strong health, the light of 

Scripture shines bright; when the Church is sick, Scripture is cor-

roded by neglect; and thus happens, that the outward form of Scrip-
ture and that of the Church usually seem to exhibit simultaneously 

either health or else sickness; and as a rule the way in which Scrip-

ture is being treated is in exact correspondence with the condition 

of the Church. 
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Godôs prescription for blessing is obedience to His Revealed Word.  

Turn with me, if you will to the book of Galatians. Recall that,   

All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for re-
proof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man 

of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.  

Now, Galatians chapter 1, verses 6-10 (ESV). 

6 
I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called 

you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel  ï    
7
 not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you 

and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 
8 
But even if we or an an-

gel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one 

we preached to you, let him be accursed. 
9 
As we have said before, 

so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary 

to the one you received, let him be accursed. 
10

 For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I 
trying to please man? If I were still trying to please man, I would 

not be a servant of Christ.  

We will work from the theme of ñPractitioners of Gospel Malpractice.ò 
The book of Galatians after the book of James is the one of the earliest 

writings of the New Testament. We see the understanding and the worldview 

that the early church had of Jesus: they saw Him as Lord, as the Pre-existent 

One sent by the Father and as the Changer of the current world structure. 
However, there were still men causing confusion, Paul was writing to the 

churches in Galatia to continue in the true gospel and to reject the non-

gospels. This one true gospel is for all people through faith in Jesus Christ, 
which will deliver us from the power of sin through the illuminating presence 

of the Holy Spirit.  

Verse 6: 

Paul is amazed, astonished, he marvels, he is shocked and surprised by 

the lack of endurance for truth, by how quickly, how easily people were de-

serting the truth. This apostasy, this turning away, this rejection of God and 
the grace of Jesus Christ was an unbelievable action.  

The fickleness of the people, who were called by God. By the grace of 

Christ, charis ï unearned and unmerited favor, this grace, this gift, ñFor by 
grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the 

gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boastò (Eph. 2:8-9).  

We who were dead in our trespasses, living in total depravity, God-haters; 

we were brought back from the dead and given eternal life.  
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Verse 7:  

Jesus voluntarily gave Himself. It is finished (vs. 4). In this evil age and 

world we must appropriate Romans 12:2 ï ñthen you will be able to test é.ò 
Philippians 2:15, crooked and perverse generation.  

These practitioners of gospel malpractice, these false teachers were pre-

senting a different, a perverted gospel. Paul is upset, his words, amazed at 

how quickly look here at 2 Corinthians 11:4, these are parallel passages, 
Scripture supports Scripture. Different (heterous) in another form, another 

kind, a rival Jesus.  

Paul is not the only one to warn us about the practitioners of gospel mal-
practice who distorting the message of Jesus.  

¶ Matthew 7:15 ï ñBeware of false prophets, who come to you in 

sheepôs clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.ò 

¶ Matthew 24:11 ï ñFor many false prophets will arise and will mislead 

you.ò 

¶ Matthew 24:24 ï ñFor false Christ and false prophets will arise and 

will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even 

the elect.ò (Whom God called) 

¶ John 10:10 ï ñThe thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.ò 

 I will give you one more reference here. I can go on and on from the 

Godôs Word warning us about these practitioners. This is what Peter says in 
2 Peter 2:1-3.These practitioners of gospel malpractice come in many ways: 

¶ Heretics: those who openly defy the truth with their own philosophies 

(cults). 

¶ Apostates: those who know truth, who have been brought up in the 

truth, but they reject the truth (TV Practitioners). 

¶ Deceivers: those who will not acknowledge their deception, their 

falseness, their fraud. Their purpose is to hoodwink and bamboozle; 

they are proud, pompous and presumptuous; they seek to be popular; 

they seek power and prestige, lovers of self and filthy lucre.  

These practitioners of gospel malpractice do not speak of a narrow road, 

but point to a wide road, damning people to hell. (Give examples: Jesus not 
God, Mormons as Christians, whatever counsel God had, Jesus did not come 

to bring Christianity, God will not send anyone to hell, etc.) These messages 

of health, wealth and prosperity, name it and claim it, illness is a lack of 
faith, these teachings of second blessings, or second baptisms of the Holy 

Spirit and teachings on certain signs and manifestations.  

As Paul said, how quickly we desert the truth for a different gospel; how 

easily we are tossed to and fro by every wave of doctrine. 
Proverbs tells us, ñThere is a way that seems right to man, but its end is 

death.ò See also 2 John 7-8. Count the cost ï spiritual effects. 



26   Haddington House Journal 2015 

 

Verse 8 

Know Godôs Word for yourself, be able to distinguish fact from fiction, 

truth from lies, meditate on Godôs Word day and night, eat the scroll, hide 
the Word in your heart, let Godôs Word be a lamp unto your feet, Study to 

show yourself approved unto God, as a workman who does not need to be 

unashamed, rightly dividing, correctly or accurately handling the word of 

truth. 
No matter what the credentials of the person, pastor, minister, elder, dea-

con, bishop, apostle or priest, no matter how many letters behind someoneôs 

name, the gospel message is still the same: 1 Corinthians 15:3, ñChrist died 
for our sins, was buried and on the third day He rose again.ò The Good 

News. 

Paul said it twice for emphasis, If anyone is preaching to you another 
gospel he is to be accursed ï anathema. These practitioners of gospel mal-

practice are under Godôs eternal judgment; by preaching an insufficient 

Christ, they are confusing Godôs people and many people are in danger of 

being eternally lost. 
Paul tells us in the letter to the Corinthians that these practitioners are cor-

rupting and peddling the Word of God. Listen to what they say and what they 

do not say. They do not speak of repentance, of a broken and contrite heart; 
there is no doctrine, there is no theology, yet Christians are quickly deserting 

and flocking to these practitioners of gospel malpractice.  

Verse 10 

Remember last week in reference to King Saul for disobeying God and 

seeking to please people. This call to ministry is not from man but from God; 

this call to ministry is not a call of popularity but of faithfulness to God. Je-
sus said not my will but thy will be done. In verse 1 Paul called himself a 

bondservant, a slave of Christ, as one who is in a permanent relationship of 

servitude to another. Whom do you serve?  
As I close, again there is only one gospel message, only one Jesus Christ, 

the Living Word, who sits at the right hand of the Father, who suffered for 

my sins for your sins, was beaten, scourged and crucified for my sins, for 

your sins but on the third day He rose again, He conquered death. What Ad-
am destroyed, Jesus made right. Very simply Jesus is a liar, a lunatic or He is 

Lord.  

Truly may the practitioners of gospel malpractice be accursed.  
Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life and no one comes to the Father 

but through Him. 



William Threlfall (1799-1825)  
Wesleyan Methodist Missionary to Southern Africa 

Jack C. Whytock*  

 

* Note: It can be difficult teaching and researching about missions history in 

Africa for several reasons, one of which is the immense size of Africa and 

second the diversity of mission societies, churches, and organizations which 
have been involved in missions in Africa. Last year we included Todd Stat-

hamôs ñSurvey of Surveysò to help lecturers and students alike know about 

the chief survey books on African church and missions history. Another help-
ful resource is the online Dictionary of African Christian Biography. This 

resource can help one learn much about African church and mission history 

through biographical vignettes and stories. As able, I try to write entries 
which are missing for this online dictionary. Last year I contributed an arti-

cle on Gutsche, a German Baptist missionary; this year one on William 

Threlfall. See, the Dictionary of African Christian Biography (DACB) at 

http://www.dacb.org/ index.html. 
 

The development of early Wesleyan Methodism in a diversity of regions 

in southern Africa is associated with the missionary William Threlfall, de-
spite the fact that he was only in southern Africa for the last four years of his 

short life. A review of his life reveals much about early 19
th
-century Method-

ism in England and its expansion in Africa. 

Threlfall in England 

William Threlfall was born at Hollowforth, 

Lancashire, England near Woodplumpton, Pres-
ton on 6 June, 1799. His father, Richard, had 

left the Church of England and identified open-

ly with Methodism thereby making the family 
home a centre for local Methodist activity. The 

family was one of stable financial resources. 

Consequently, William received a good early 

education and can be considered very much a 
gentleman even though he did not attend Ox-

ford or Cambridge. William was converted 

when sixteen while hearing a local Methodist 
preacher speaking on the Parable of the Prodi-

gal Son: 


